
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

May This Never Be! 
 

Luke 20:9-19 (NIV84)  
9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest 
time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away 

empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a 
third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; 

perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will 

come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, they said, “May this never be!” 17 Jesus looked 

directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is written: “ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone’? 18 
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.” 19 The teachers of the law and the chief 

priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the 
people.  

What were those tenant farmers thinking? This land, this vineyard, is rented to you. You don’t own it. You don’t have any rights to it. 
When the rightful owner sends his servants to collect some of the fruit that you have worked to produce for him, you beat them and 
send them away empty-handed? You’re kidding me, right? You disgrace the next one and do the same thing to him. You wound the 
third one. Then the son, the heir apparent, comes, and you kill him! Where do you think that will get you?! How can you act this way 
and do this to the owner of the vineyard? This is awful! May no one ever treat people like this.  

The story’s not over, you say? There’s more? The owner comes and kills those tenant farmers and gives the vineyard to others?! 
That’s horrible! I mean, the tenant farmers had it coming, but it still is just so sad that it had to end this way. May this never be! We 
want to see them work it out. We want to see the tenants do the right thing, the honest thing, the thing they said they were going to 
do. We don’t want any more violence.  

Jesus told this parable of the tenant farmers to get us to that point of saying, “May this never be!” Greed. Violence. Murder. The 
tenant farmers had the audacity to illegally and violently try to take the land and the business away from the owner so that they 
could have it all to themselves, figuring that the owner was too patient or timid to do anything else. But the owner demanded 
justice. “He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others,” Jesus says. (verse 16a) “May this never be!” Can’t we 
work this out some other way?  

The people listening that day to Jesus knew that this was much more than a hypothetical situation. They got the meaning. The 
owner is God the Father. His beloved Son is Jesus. His servants are his prophets, anyone who preached God’s Word to the people. 
The tenant farmers are the Israelites, the Jewish people, particularly the teachers of the law and the chief priests. The Jews had 
mistreated, beaten, and wounded prophets in the past – Moses, Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah, and others. Jesus spoke this parable in 
judgment of the Jews, particularly their religious leaders.  

Already the teachers of the law and the chief priests were actively looking at how they could arrest Jesus, even in that very hour. In 
three days from when Jesus told this story, they would have Jesus falsely arrested, tried, and hung on a cross to die – killing God’s 
beloved Son. Why? So that they could have it all. They wanted their position of religious power to remain intact. They wanted 
people to need them for their religion, for their holiness. In doing so, they rejected Jesus, not letting a single Word of his sink into 
their hearts. Jesus warned them that in the end, as they carried out their plans in rejecting him, they would be broken to pieces or 
crushed as “the stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.” (verse 17) 

But we are not like those tenants or those teachers of the law or those chief priests, right? Outwardly, our actions don’t look like 
theirs, but get into their hearts, their motivations. This is greed, pure and simple. They want what is not theirs, and they were willing 
to hurt, wound, and kill to get it. They took what God had given them and tried to turn it into their personal gain and prosperity.  

When are we tempted to use what God has given us for personal gain instead of faithful stewardship? As a pastor, this probably hits 
home more to me than to you. Pastors are in a position where they can use their God-given authority for self-gain. If I had a 
megayacht on the Great Salt Lake or drove to church in a Bugatti, you would know that pastor isn’t on the up and up (or you would 



figure that my wife made a fantastic book deal). Even in a less sinister but still wrong way, pastors can use their people to boost their 
self-esteem or stroke their ego, to convince themselves that they are God’s gift to you and not the other way around. I pray for 
myself: God, keep me humble that this is not about me, but about you, that your name would be glorified and praised, not mine, 
that people would come to know you and your salvation, not to think that people need me to be saved. 

These selfish desires are not limited to pastors. Thinking about the wicked tenant farmers, we have to ask ourselves: Is my God-given 
life all about me? Are the weekends about what I get to do, not how I can serve others – my family, my friends, my community? Is 
church about what I personally get out of it instead of building others up and serving them and God however God has enabled me? 
Do I make my decisions about what I want to do and then say that God has to be okay with what I’m doing? This is all the same 
greed and selfish nature that the tenant farmers displayed. If this is how we look at life, how we live, what will the owner, God our 
Father and Creator, do to us?  

God, the owner of the vineyard, does indeed punish evildoers after he has extended patience beyond what we would ever expect or 
demand. He justly killed those wicked tenant farmers for murdering his beloved Son. God will judge those reject him for their own 
selfish gain. He carried out that judgment in the past when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and it was destroyed 
again by the Romans in 70 A.D. They were broken to pieces and crushed by the Cornerstone, by God himself. When anyone goes up 
against God, they lose every time. May this never happen to us! 

Amazingly, the actions of the wicked tenant farmers do not cause the owner to close up the vineyard, sell it off, or destroy it. 
Instead, “he will … give the vineyard to others.” (verse 16a) He actually hires more tenant farmers, knowing full well that what 
happened before can happen again. The new tenant farmers could also be greedy and selfish and reject the owner and his beloved 
Son. 

Why would the owner go back to such a business model that failed so badly? Jesus shows the owner doing this because he is 
teaching us the truth that even when people beat God’s prophets and kill his beloved Son, this does not thwart God’s plans. He 
accomplishes his purpose in spite of the wickedness of others, in spite of those who reject him. This is the meaning of Jesus’ quote 
from Psalm 118:22, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.” (verse 17) Reject Jesus, but his plan, his building, 
still happens, still gets built.  

No amount of greed or evil or selfishness stops God from accomplishing his purposes. In just two days, he would allow these 
teachers of the law and the chief priests to arrest him in the Garden of Gethsemane. He would allow them to break so many of their 
own laws as well as his so that they could wrongly condemn him to death – even death on a cross. Yet this did not destroy God’s 
work. God used it to establish his church on the foundation of Christ’s perfect life lived for us and his sacrificial death on the cross for 
us, paying for our sins, our sins of greed and selfishness. Our salvation, our perfection, our acceptance before God all comes from 
what Jesus did and his sacrifice. We are built on him into this one building, this body of Christ. This is the Church. God accomplished 
his purpose in spite of rejection to save us and make us a part of his building of which he is the Cornerstone. By doing so, he has 
saved us from being broken to pieces or crushed by Christ, the Cornerstone. This is the new thing that the Lord is doing. 

That vineyard that was given to others, we are the others. Everyone who believes in Christ as their Savior from sin has him as their 
Cornerstone, their foundation. That makes us the others that God the Father has given this vineyard to. We are here to work it, to 
use the gifts and talents that he has given us. Everything we have has come from him. How are we using what God has given us to 
serve him, to bring glory to his name, to work for his kingdom, to bring people in to be a part of his building of which Christ is the 
Cornerstone?  

I see this being done as you come to church and encourage one another, as you bring food to the potlucks to nourish others, as you 
lend your time and energy and gifts in cleaning up the church, in taking those postcards and inviting people to come and get Christ 
as the cornerstone of their faith, to be built up on the salvation that he has won for them and for you. This is how we use what God 
has given us to build others up on the foundation, the Cornerstone, of Christ, to be a part of his building, the Holy Christian Church.  

We work for the Lord and for his kingdom, because we still echo the people’s response to this parable of judgment: Maybe this 
never be! May no one be broken to pieces or crushed by their rejection of Christ. Instead, Lord, use us in your vineyard to serve you 
that more people can be added into your building, the church, those whom you have called to believe in you for salvation. May 
Christ always be our Cornerstone. Amen.  
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